FOUNDATION OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 103

cognised. The very principles of geology were still matter
of discussion. These would doubtless have been sooner
settled but for the baneful influence of "Wernerianism, and
the check given by that system to the development of the
views of Hutton and Playfair. Still it must in fairness be
acknowledged, that Wernerianism. introduced a more precise
mineralogy and petrography than had ever been known be-
fore, and that though this was at the best but a poor sub-
stitute for the earlier growth of sound geology, it was an
advantage, the loss of which, when it died out with that
system, has in one not unimportant branch crippled British
geology ever since.

In the midst of this ferment of conflicting theories, a few
men interested in inquiries as to the nature and origin of
minerals and rocks, drew together in London in the year
1807, and formed themselves into the Geological Society.
A further reference to this important event will be made in
the next Chapter, when we come to the time when Murchison
joined the Society. In the meantime we may note that the
aim of the founders was to gather facts as to the composition
and structure of the earth without reference to questions of
theory. With this view they met at short intervals to read
papers on the rocks or minerals of particular species, or of
special districts, and every few years gathered the more im-
portant of these papers Into a large quarto volume of Trans-
actions. During the early days of its existence the Society
devoted itself with praiseworthy diligence to questions of
mineralogy, or of the geological structure of different loca-
lities. The members hardly ever meddled with the remains
of the plants and animals imbedded in the rocks. That these
remains had a deep meaning, that they were to furnish thethe Geological Society of
